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Dear Mr. Kilmer 
Chapter 3 Synopsis – War against Germany takes a toll on 
Hannah’s Family 

 Hansen revealed at class that something awful had 
happened at the tavern owned by the Schermers. The 
tavern was vandalised and Hannah was absent from 

school that day. The teacher brought a card to class so that the students could 
sign it and send it to the Schermers in the wake of the incident at the tavern. 
However, when the card went around class, no one really signed it, they 
were mostly against the Schermers because they were German and there was 
a war against Germany at that time. Few students wanted to sign the card, 
but the boys were worried of getting beaten up by Abner and Harry and the 
girls were worried that Peggy and Blanche, two very popular girls at school, 
would stop speaking to them. The card finally was returned to teacher, with 
only Richard’s name on it. Teacher was clearly angry with the class, she put 
the card on her desk and started with the lesson. After class, Richard 
approached teacher to have the card for himself so that he could deliver it to 
the Schermers. The teacher was happy to have at least one of her students 
with some courage and integrity, the teacher gave him the card. Richard 
heard awful comments and giggles behind him as word went around that he 
was the only signer of the card for the Schermers. Richard did not really 
bother about them. 

Richard was heading home after school to only have Abner and Harry in his 
path. They ridiculed Richard for his courage back in class and shoved him 
in his chest. Richard finally took them both down and the boys begged for 
some mercy and promised to never disturb Richard ever again. Richard left 
them alone and made his way to the Schermers to deliver the card, but he 
stopped half way. Richard realised the card was empty and filled the card 
up with some content. 

 

 

 

 

I just want to say that I'm awfully sorry about what happened. Please don't 
judge our town by a few stupid hooligans. There are lots of people here 
who respect your family and would never do such a thing. I think you are 
fine citizens of Turtle Lake - and very fine Americans. 

He finally got to the tavern and he was shocked with what he saw. Hannah 
was sitting on the front steps, Richard slowly approached and greeted her. 
She was not happy with Richard’s presence, nor the card, she just hoped 
none of this would have never happened in the first place. Richard then 
handed the card to her, and left the premises. 

He was almost home when he stopped to climb an old oak tree overlooking 
the train tracks. A train would chug along around that time, and Richard was 
waiting for that. He wondered who the people were and where were they 
going to, or if one of them were responsible in writing those nasty words on 
the tavern. Nevertheless, after the train passed, he continued his journey 
home. With his home in sight, Angie was running out from it towards 
Richard, with a letter in her hand. The letter was from New York, Angie 
said. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs.


