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Dear Mr. Kilmer 
Chapter 4 Synopsis – An Echo from New York 

 got a reply from Joyce Kilmer. That day 
during dinner, Richard finally revealed to 
the family that he wrote poems and he 

got a letter from Mr. Kilmer. No one was interested about it. Richard 
excused himself from dinner and headed to his room. There, his brother, 
Gus, appeared and advised Richard to keep the fact he wrote poems to 
himself and not let anyone else know about it. Gus also added that people in 
school were starting to call Richard a Hun Lover for signing the card. Gus 
hopes the boy would change and try to fit in. 

After classes the next day, Richard visited Mrs. Hansen at her classroom. 
He revealed to her that he got a reply from Mr. Kilmer and that he wrote 
poems. Richard wanted the teacher’s favour in picking the best of the best 
poem from his collection of the best poems to be sent to Mr. Kilmer. Mrs. 
Hansen finally picked a poem related to nature, since it was Mr. Kilmer’s 
cup of tea. The teacher also asked if Richard was willing to share his pieces 
and letters to the classroom. Richard however did not give a definitive reply, 
and thanked the teacher for her favour in picking the best poem, and left the 
class. Outside, Hannah awaited. 

She apologised for being rude the other day at the tavern and she also knew 
about the whole card-signing fiasco at class. She said that people came to 
repaint the tavern and they promised to keep it from happening again. Also, 
Hannah said that the business at the tavern was great before the war, and 
that after the war broke, that changed. She also revealed that her brother, 
Otto, joined the American Expeditionary Forces to fight against the 
Germans, because he thought it was the right thing to do as being patriotic 
Americans, as he was born and bred here. The two students walked to the 
tavern, silently. At the tavern, Hannah thanked Richard and she entered her 
house, Richard made his way back home. 

 

 

Just before home, he climbed up his vantage point on the oak tree to watch 
the train pass. The train finally appeared, but its occupants were not 
“normal,” they were dressed in khaki uniforms, all readied up for war. 
However, Richard found it strange to see the soldiers laughing and smiling. 
Some even waved towards Richard. He now found the war to be closer to 
home than ever, and feared for Otto’s and Mr. Kilmer’s safety. 
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