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Dear Mr. Kilmer 
Chapter 5 Synopsis – School comes to an end 

 weeks later, Richard shared his relationship 
with Mr. Kilmer and his poems to the class 
for the first time. He also read the latest 

reply from Mr. Kilmer to him, and that he wanted Richard to send 
another poem. Richard then proceeded to read the poem he intended 
to send with his reply to Mr. Kilmer. He read: 

The train is full of soldiers 
Going off to war. 
The thunder of its wheels 
Is like a cannon’s roar. 

            I see the young men’s faces 
As the train goes swiftly by. 
I see that they are smiling, 
Through some will surely die.  

Peggy remembered her uncle, which was one of those trains chugging 
into war. Richard however thought the last line was reminding Mr. 
Kilmer of the dangers he already knew off, and he wanted to write a 
different ending. Hannah thought “although I wonder why?” to be 
the perfect ending to the poem. And so it was… 

 

 

 

 

 

The train is full of soldiers 
Going off to war. 
The thunder of its wheels 
Is like a cannon’s roar. 

            I see the young men’s faces 
As the train goes swiftly by. 
I see that they are smiling, 
Although I wonder why? 

With the secret out, Richard felt better and relieved. As school was 
over, he spent his days working on the farm, he was good at it. 
However, Richard realised that he was different from his father and 
he could not get close to his father, he felt that there was some strange 
barrier in between them. 

He finally received a reply from Mr. Kilmer a couple of weeks later. 
Mr. Kilmer admired Hannah’s suggestion, and Richard could not wait 
to see her to share the news. However, Richard was shy, so he swept 
the idea under a rug and waited for school to resume. 
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